www.bristololdvictheatreclub.org.uk JUly 2018

Email address: mail@bovtc.org.uk

Bristol Old Vic

@ \ewsletier

Youdve just a few days left to afternoon of 14 July A great opportunity to bring
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Jamie Beddard who, with

Diverse Cityos BEWKYX QRSIRUR, Wil be outin early
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BOVTC Events

14 July:In Con: DrKirsty Sedgman

Unmissable! On 14 July Kirsty Sedgman will give
us feedback on the research project she is now
completing on BOV productiongunkyard, The
Caretaker,and The Cherry OrchardPart ofher
world-leading research project on audience
paticipation, this is a £250k project funded by the
British Academy

Kirsty will tell us more about her forthcoming
presentation of her historical and contemporary
research into BOVTC at the Panel on Theatre
Fandom at the Fan Studies Network Conference
2018 At this event BOVTC will be presented as
an exemplar of the kind of support most theatres
are desperate to generaidore news alsmn the
book Kirsty will be publishing later in the year on
theatre etiquette and audience behaviour.

Kirsty will also give us more information on the
interactive event she is organising on Monday
September(see diary).Kirsty will be collectng
memories, anecdotes and &t#s that illustrate
the clubds history. Com
more abouthis exciting event.

Saturday 14 July
at Bristol Old Vic

3
7

In Conversation: Dr Kirsty Sedgman

10am Refreshments
11am In Conversation

Free to BOVTC members, BOVTS
students and staff and under-18s
Non-members £5 on the door

14 July:Fundraising for Edinburgh

Wel | the city probably
funds but the BOVTS second year students taking
Beowulfto the Festival certainly need our help. So

a special performance at the School will raise
funds to help them take the set, costumes, props
and themselves to the tamnationally renowned
festival

An entirely selfsupporting venture, previous
shows havewon acclaim and helped launch
careers so once again the Theatre Club is
sponsoring this year 0s
venture up north. This performance has been
arranged for Theatre Club members, friends and
guests, and we hope to raise several hundred
pounds to help the students with their venture.

Toby Hul s e 6 Beowulfia pwdll avdrth o n
seeing i f youwtibavemndtd | alk
again to help this good causeamed by a present
day issue, this iconic AngiB8axon tale is full of
adwenture, mythical creatures and a brave hero.
With a fun raffle and refreshments, an enjoyable
afternoon is virtually guaranteed!

Saturday 14 July
1.30pm for 2pm
at BOV Theatre SchodBS8 2XF
Beowulf

Written and directed by Toby Hulse

A BOV Theatre Club sponsored special
fundraising performance prior to the
Edinburgh Festival

Tickets £10

Call BOVTS Box Office: 0117 973 3955




Friday 17 Aug: Bristol Hippodrome
Backstage Tour

Tickets for the exclusive BVTC members and
their guest8tour of Bristol Hippodromeare still
available. Bookings will close olVednesday 1
August see below for deila of how to book your
place. The Hippodromerecently celebrated a
hundred vyears of history and has had
performances by some of the most famous names
in the industry and some of the biggest shows
from the West End.

The tour will take you around the froot house
and includes the history, the shows, the stars and
of course a smattering of gossip and ghost stories.

We will also be taken to the backstage areas,
including the flys which include a number of
stairs, so unfortunately the tour is not suitable for
those with restricted mobility.

Friday 17 August
Bristol Hippodrome
Backstage Tour*

1.20am Meet at entrance
10.30am - 12.30pm Backstage Tour

BOVTC members: £10
Guests: £12.50

To book please email
mail@bovtc.org.uk
or phone Gary Gostelow on
0117971 1323

Cheques payable to BOV Theatre Club c/o BOV
Theatre, King Street, BS1 4ED

*The tour consists of a lot of walking up and down
stairs and at heights so everyone will need to be
able to manage this and sturdy shoes are
recommended. Therefore unfortunately this tour is
not suitable for those with restricted mobility.

Thursday 20 Sept: InHoudeay for
Touching the Void

Thursday 20 September
at Bristol Old Vic

Inclusive package:

10am Coffee available
11am In Conversatioq guest tbc
Two course lunch at Aqua
2.30pmTouching the Void
Members: £39 Guests: £44

Please send names of all attendees,
a cheque made out to BOV Theatre Club,
contact details & SAE to
BOV Theatre Club IHD (TtV)
c/o BOV Theatre, King Street,
Bristol BS1 4ED

Special diets to be advised at time of
bookingFor any queries please email
mail@bovtc.org.uk

or phone Andrea
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BOVTC Club News

FREE Workshop: Telneabout
Bristol Old Vic & the Theatre Club!

Join me on Mon 3 Sept 2018, 2

- 4pm at the Wickham Theatre
(BS8 1UP) for a free
workshop. As part of my
British Academyfunded
research on regional audience
engagement , l 6m i nvitin
Old Vic Theatre Club to come together and share
your memories of and feelings about Bristol Old
Vic. Which productionshave stuck with you, for
good or bad reasons? What has Bristol Old Vic,
and this Club specifically, meant to yowhat do
you think BOVTC has doneor the theatre
throughout the years@o to this website to read
more about the event and to reserve youe fre
ticket today:https://bit.ly/2tHmw5JAlternatively,
you can find out more about how to sign up in
persomatthe 14 July In Conversatiofsee p2)

|l f youdbre planning on
and have any Bristol Old Vic ephemera
(tickets, programmes, correspondence, etc.)
youbdbd | i ke to show me
i nl! |l 6d | ove o chat t

t

t 0]

Taking part in this workshop wilnean that you
are contributing to my research, so | want to make
sure you fully understand in advance why the
research is being done and what it will involve.
My aim is quite simple: to use the afternoon to
facilitate a range of informal chats about Brist
Old Vic and the Theatre Club, including a creative
el ement where we wil/| t
memorable production®rior to the eveny o u 6 | |
be given an ethical statemerithis will explain
how your data will be used, how you can opt out
from the project if you want to, and how you can
be anonymous if preferred. This information will
also be provided as a hardpy Participant
Il nformati on Sheet at
have the chance to ask questions in person before
4

t h ¢

we get started antb read and sign a detailed
consent form. This is all in line with the
University of Bristol 0s
making sure that you have all the necessary
information to make an informed decision.

Why am | doing this research?Until recently,
very few academic projects have been interested
in talking to people about what they think and feel
about theatre. Even less is known about regional
theatre engagemerit even about a theatre as
historically significant as Bristol Old Vic. With
only a few excefons, researchers have tended to
haken eagslimptiosss abdut thdr e/alud rof divie o
performance to individual audience members. |
am conducting research that | hope will contribute
to filling this general gap, but at the same time |
am committed to telling the stpof your amazing
Theatre Club as widely as possible. The outcome
of this project will be a book about the rich history
of theatre spectatorship here in Bristol, as well as
additional publications and events.

In a world of declining audience numbers | see
BOVTC as a vital example of what happens when
audiences rally together to support their theatre

aand | think yours is a story that theatres up pnd

down the country need to hear. Which is why |
very much hopé¢o see as many of you as possible
on 3 Sept. I canodot domt
vou about vour coll ecti

Monday 3 September 2 4pm
Wickham Theatre

Cant oc k &siversity af Bristol, BS8 1UP
(accessible to wheelchair users)

-~

-
i
~

Come and share your memaories of BOV
and BOVTC with Kirsty Sedgman

Free to BOVTC members
Free refreshments will be provided



https://bit.ly/2tHmw5J

BOV Theatre Club Nights Tues 25 Sept: Welcome Reception

The committee has reviewed our programme and for International Courset&dents

decided to take a break from Theatre Club Nights Over a dozeryoung(ish!)actors from around the
for the time being Thanks to allmemberswho

used the opportunity to spreard of the Theatre
Club and brought guests If you have any
thoughts about this, do drop us a line at Already started in their acting careers these

world fly in to Bristol to start a yedong Masters
course at BOV Theatre School.

mail@bovtc.org.ulor c/o BOV Theatre, King St. students come to hone their skills at a drama
_ school with an internatnal reputation for
Moro foyer bar image plea! excellence.The exciting part for Theatre Club

R , , members is that wkosttheir first ever gathering
We 0 veee_ntly [ecelved a re_qugst fro.antol when they meet each othand School staff in a
Ol _d Vicos hedly liamgMsemae a Msocial setting. Hardly having had time to unpack
Heritage Engagement Managéfou may reall, their suitcases we greet them, find out where they
he spoke befoAre our 2017 AGM about the are from, what they have done so far, what they
f[ hea t. reo S ) plans for hgpb Yo daiﬁ dnd @ir hodése for the® ftdre.
interpretationmaterial in the new front dfouse. Always willing to talk about themseds these
The heritage team iworking on an augmented acting students really appreciate meeting

reality app which W|Il.r.ecreate different areas of welcoming new friends in a relaxed setting where
the theatre so that visitors can see the different they can get to know the people they will be

architectural changes | Yw8rRing ifh Fofthe ndkt fddirte&nhonths.

Our task is to create just the right atmosphere with
a glass of wne, excellent refreshmentand a
warm welcome We need you to join the party!
Theatre Club member Barry Williamson writes:
filt is always a happy occasiondslta chance to
talk with students from all over the world, to hear
about their hopes for the yeahead and to feel
pride that they have chosen to come to our School.
And a great bonusthe food is memorablé.

The most recent time period will be the Moro
renovations in the 1970s. The team is deziely
seeking any images of the foyer bar from that era. .
They hope that som€heatreClub members may International Course Welcome
have photos that theyo6veé Reception 5 h o w
t hat space that theyod A wi t

Heritage team? Ildeally \Q' % hot

which show the furnishings and wallpaper etc. 2. &
' 1f\\\
% ’.\‘lh':.ll ‘ ‘L I\A

If you haveanything that might be usefyblease

contactAmy.Shedd be ever so g Tuesday 25 September 6.30 pm

Amy Spreadbury Bristol Old Vic Theatre School

Heritage Interpretation and Digital Content 1-3 Downside Road, BS8 2XF

Developmentntern

amy.spreadbury@bristololdvic.org.uk Tickets are free from Andrew Stocker on
0117 973 3955.
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Recent Events

5 June BOVTS Open Rehearsal
Welcome to Thebés Robert Hole

Open Rehearsals at the BOV Theatre School are
always a revelation arfdequentlydifferent. Some
directors show us highlights from the play, others
useusdr o6audience part.
gave us a 20 minute lecture on the play before
introducing us to the cast. Lucy Pitm#vallace
was just the opposite, she said very little and
allowedher work and the actors to speak for her.

A student at the
School herselin
19923, Lucy
(pictured) has
returned to direct

a group of final

| year graduates in
Moi r a Buf
Welcome to
Thebes a 2010
play which re
examines themes
from Ancient
Greek tragdy in a twentyfirst century setting.
Twenty-one Theatre Club members watched them
rehearse, just sixteen days befdres tproduction,
set in the roundopenedat the Tobacco Factary

First Lucy allowed her actors to run a ten minute
scene without inteuption and we weralready
hooked. Then she skilfully revealed the structural

Ci

it revealed a great deal about the characteesr
inner thoughts, motives and priorities.

In another exercise first the female actors, then the
male oneswere asked to line up in order of status
T the status as perceived by their characters. Then
each actor had to explain why they occupieat th
place in the pecking ordewhat was particularly
interesting was that while the men did so easily
W|th I|ttle %ls&uie and 6\ ready %cceptance ofo tr}elr
e |n the |erarchy, the wWioen Jostled for
position, reluctant to take a lower role than their
sisters each aware of her own se&lbrth.

This distinction led us towards the heart of this
scene. Following a aVastating civil war, the
impoverished Thebes was now a fledgling
democracy with an elected female head of state
and a senate full of potent women. The occupying
force of wealthy Athenians [or were they
Americans?] led by Theseus, was a dictatorship
whosemen complaisantly accepted the established
hier%rtlzh)évghile the women challenged it.

f

The contemporary resonances were obvious and in
the ensuing Q&A the actors noted it was perhaps
even more relevant today than when it was written
in the Obama era. The wospoke to the age. In
2018 it was apt to have a play, both written and
directed by a woman, which depicted a group of
powerful women running a poor but democratic
state challenged by wealthy authoritarian men.

One actor spoke eloquently about diversitythe

Theatre School. The student body now has a 50/50
gender split, and presents plays written, not just
by dead white men, but by a diverse range of men

Underpinning of the scene and the processes the and women who also proper|y reflect the BAME

actors lad gone through to achieve it. For
example, m performance we hear just one end of a
phone call, in rehearsal we hear@ toice at the
otherenand so shared t.he

Two rehearsal techniques particularly intrigued us.
In one, each actor had to point with one hand at
who they were talking to, with the othet
who/what they were thinking about at that tirtre.
the Q&A afterwards the actors said that, while
difficult to master at first, it was hugely helpful as
6

aGleGpdh deXPRTHENCHave

and LGBTQ communities. In seeking this the
students foud they were pushing at an open door;
the School was more than ready to listen and
be
student view.

This Open Rehearsal gave us an insight not just
into this production, but also way beyond it into
the authentic diersity of the Theatre School itself.



In Conversationwvith Jamie Beddard
and Becky Chapmalsy John Bedford

Jamie Beddard & Becky Chapman
Photo: Arthur Turner

Well that was different!On the %h June we
gathered to meet Jamieddard before he took

on the role ofthe Elephant Mantogether with
Becky ChapmanEx ecuti ve Direct
Cityd admiewshCeActistic Director. We
foundthat we were to meet them in the Baclsta
Bar, not the Main HouseTechnical diffialties
had denied us the stage and everything had to be
set up in the Bar, including the technical and
sound equipment which we hadrrangd to
enhance the discussion with our guests. (sa
Speech to Text Reportefvas standing by in
Hertfordshire connected by internet and a mobile
phoneto hear what everyone said and send a
simultaneous transcript displayed on a screen
behind our speakers. In those unusual
surroundings everything worked very wedlvenif
occasionally Lisa could not keep up withmidia e 6 s
humour!

Becky had roots in Bristol where her father
worked inradio and encouraged her wish to get
into theatre. She lsabeen anactor, adirector, a
fundraiser and @roducer but hasettled into the
rewarding role of Exeutive Director of Diverse
City, whi ch
and art i s tThec compdng nworlss oto
increase diversity in all fielgdsncluding working
with the disabled T h beerdverg influential in
securing Arts Council support andre now
working as aBristol Old Vic Associate Company.

Jamie who we remember here The Messiatand

for his other successes, was finding the role of
Joseph Merrick demanding but was loving
working with thegraduating sidents from Bristol

Old Vic Theatre School who mainly make the

rest of the cast and, he said, all behaved as though
they had yst passed their driving tesasid were
making him 6up his game
were still rehearsing, mainly at the School.

Jame spoke of his difficulties as a disabled man
in sone theatres where, for instance, he might not
be able to access the stage, but felt that he had
been very lucky in pursuing his career inet
theatre \hich he had come to largely by chance)
in comparison with so many othedisabled
people.He is proud to B coArtistic Director of
Diverse Cityand is a committed advocate for the
work of the company.He was happyto be
v%orrkingOV\fith BOOMiagaien,r a tgeatrervhich he
complimentedfor increasinga commitment to
diversity in all its work. He notedthat Diverse
City had been consulted as part of firecess of
redevelopment of the front of house ahdd
helped advise on changing themphasisto
enjoyment for everyone in the building.

Asked what roles he might want to plajAh,
wel,Lear woul dlamamifldh agédé¢ A
middle class white man and | can doyanh i n g !
He was funny and setfeprecating Otfiers want

to run and jump. ljustawnt to be a |
We were very grateful to him and to Becky for
coming to speak to us in the middle of a very busy
schedle.

Fran Havard, who had interviewed our guests so
well without being able to see the words appearing
on the screen behind her, expexbour grateful
thanks to the BV staff who had had to make a lot
of special arrangements at short notice and again
thanked our guests for a really fascinating

sdnengie efsaciali b erfdniy.5A whll-attended eventegtra chairs had

to be foundl and much appreciated.



Bristol Old Vic Insight

News from Engagement

Thi s year 6s
present their final
which several ideas were explored, including one
of Robots taking over the world, the group
decided to devise a piece around the theme of that
monster which lurks inside most of usFear.
Some of theFears being explored include being
stuck at home or the challenges of going
somewhere completely new or the possibility of
dying alone. The twelve members of the group are
responsible for every aspect of the production
including directing, design, lighting and
marketing.

/L

Wilderbeast Company

Photo:Wilderbeast

A particulaty strong aspect of this production will

be the music which is integral to the show.
Although the play is set in a naturalistic world
there are absurdist elements and éfthumour.

This promises to be a very interesting production
Your support would benuch appreciated. It is
being staged at 1532 Performing Arts Centre at
Bristol Grammar School, 1821 July at 7.30pm.
Tickets are £13 available froB1O V 8ax Office.

Another exciting project at the other end of the
spectrum is with Key Stage 2 Studenive
primary schools are going to stage especially
commissioned thirminute plays on the main
stage of BOV over three nights. These young

8

students- possibly future members of Made in
Bristol 7 are being introduced to the world of
theatre at Bristol Oldvic. Again, your support

would be much appreciated. Performances are 16
18 July at 6.30pm. Tickets are £3 available from

bbanplaay isi about®B r i $rdnPBristol Old Vic Box Office.
project.

After a weekods R&I

BOV Engagemeniby Alex Turasiewicz

0l tds nodt iaB@viegdgemerit hage
introduced a exciting initiative aone week Work
Experience programméor students from local
schools The programme has been devised by
Hattie de Santis Over 175 students initially
applied from which 35 were intaexwed and then
22 students ofery diversebackground selected

The students rmge from those doing GCSE
Dramato members of the Young Company to
those who have never been inside a theatre. The
amis to show students t
a c t amd thérange of employment opportunities
avalable and skills needed to do them.

The project has been warmly supported by all
departments within BOV and the students will
meet members of the Box Office and Front of
house Staff; Marketing as well as having Acting
and Directing Masterclasses. The dsnts will
also see two productisn during their visit
includingYoung BloodandThe Elephant Man.

During the weekeachstudentcreateda Portfolio
which includes researcbn an artist who they
have found inspirational; writing a review of one
of the praluctions they have seen; delivering a
skills session and writing a reflection of their
experiences during the week. This Portfolio will
lead to studentseceiving a Bronze Arts Award.

Please see request from Bristol Old
Vicos Herit apgges Te a



School Principal
Paul Rummer writes

We are racing to the end of the
main academic year with only
our brilliant international acting
students remaining after 6th July. Preparations for
theirexcitngp oducti on of Maar y
Forest directed by Max Key, are well under way

I do please make sure you see them at the
Wickham Theatre, 18th to 21st July.

However before we reach 6th July we still have,
as | wite, the final performares ofWelcome to
Thebeg four star review in StageTalk magazine
This is a powerful and mature story brought to life
by a talented cast whose work deserves to be seen
professionally in the future.

The West Country tour dfhe Mill on the Flosss
past ts halfway stage and is being very well
received on its 23 date tour: treviewer who saw

it in Tauntonwrote: To sum up, this play is a
testament to youth, to youthful exuberance which
abounds from the students at the Brisdidl Vic
Theatre School. lfiyou have the opportunityry
and catch it on stage.

We have just opene@he Elephant Maiat Bristol

Old Vic. The company moved from Downside Rd
to King St for the last week of rehearsal and have
enjoyed much media interest. Look at this link to
read Jamie Beddar dos interv
Guardianhttps://tinyurl.com/ybvgyuxq

We very much hope you get to see this latest
collaboration with Bristol Old Vic; every year we
seek to explore new ways of producing theatre and
reaching wider audiences; we are keen é&arh
your comments on this latest venture.

Looking further ahead you may have seen that we
will be bringing Bruce Norri@ Pul i t-zer
winning play, Clybourne Parkto the new studio
theatre at Bristol Old Vic in early November.
Jenny Stephens and | enjoya guided tour of the
new theatre and c aotbis
brilliant new space an€lybourne Parksets the
tone in this Year of Change.

W

We are also looking forward to a change of style
at Christmas at the Redgrave Theatre with two
productions, onedfr young children and families
The Railway Childrerand another for young and

older adults, Wi ch we hope to 1
I bl | 05 ¢ ~

BOVTSalumni9 NAY 52KSNIié | yR W23
By Royal appointme t ! For foll owe

The Crown the Theak School has joined the
ranks of the Royal familyln the new series,
Olivia Colman will play the role of the Queen,
Erin Doherty that of Princess Anne, and Josh
O 6 C o nRmirce Charles. Quite a royal coup.

Closer to home there is plenty of interest from
employers for graduates across all courses; the
majority of graduating actors now have
representation or future employment. Well done to
Beau Holland and George Readshaw for wign
the OO6Tool e P r hey will both i s
appear in a forthcoming BOWroduction. Tech
and Production students equally are also gaining
imeah interest dndhofferg dfi veork, including Archie
Macleod at Welsh Natmal Opera, Lauren
Wilkinson onThe Spanish Princessiolly Tilt at
Leicester Curve.

Finally, please look in at the \WWA at our
exhibition of Costume, Design and Scenic Art that
runs until 8th July. Exceptional work by highly
talented students.



BOVTS Upcoming Shows Clybourne Park

The summer graduating shows end with Caryl
Chur chi IMad Boregp tliracted by Max
Key, which immerses us in the turning upside
down world of the 1989 Romanian Revolution.

o =

Following two families whose lives are totally 9 - 17 November
altered foreverthis play is as relevant today as Bristol Old Vic Studio, BS1 4ED

when it was written immediately after the eveints

portrays. A vampire, a talking dog and an angel | ater in the yeaBOVTS presents its traditional
appear in this kaleidoscopic, elliptical, surreal family show for the Christmaseason at the
look at life under oppression and the painful Redgrave TheatreYou may not have read E
adjustments which change brings. Nesbitods 1906 book but
1970 iconic film The Railway Children Mike
Kennyods stage adaptoadsi or
when it was performed at the National Railway
Museum in York and at Waterloo Station.

Mad Forest showcases the graduating students
from the International Maste course adding
anotherimension to this remarkable play.

Mad Forest The Railway Childrenis about three children
- forced to face the anxieties and exhilarations of
growing up in order to learn what really mattérs
a story of an Edwaian England on the brink of
change and, of course, a story of thelden Age
' = of steam railwaysDirected by Toby Hulse this is
18 - 21 July an unmissable Christmas treat for all the family.

Wickham Theatre, BS8 1UP

The Railway Children
So a sneak preview to the autumn term. The eagle i T 4 N
eyed will have noticedwo shows are already on
sale. The first BOVTS play to be performed in

Bristol Ol d Vi cwllshe Bruzav s
N o r rdlyboaree Parla razorsharp satire about T = A .\
the politics of race and real estate. 29 November - 13 December

The play won both the Pulitzer Prize for Dram Redgrave Theatre BS8 3LE
(2011) and the Tony Award foBest Play
(2012)for Best PlayLoosely based on historical
events in Chicagat is set in 1959 and 2009 with
the same actors playing different parts in the two 14 pook forMad Forestplease ring BOVTS Box
eras charting the change of Clybourne Park from a ofice on 0117 973 3955.

white middleclass neighbourhood to an-allack
one which is being gentrified. To bookClybourne Parkvisit bristololdvic.org.uk

or call the Box Office on 0117 987 787.

Booking Information

To book for The Railway Childrenpleasering
BOVTS Box Office on 0117 973 3955.
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Theatre News

Performances to catch across the city

Bristol Old Vic

Bristol Old Vic have just revealdtie latest Made
in Bristol show f r om t hi s
WILDERBEAST. For their debut show,they
presentin the Light Everything is Brightera
daring exploration of inner torment, tenderness
and raw humanity.

Something is lurking in the dark...

|l tds waiting under the
bed, and it 6s staring
mirror. Nobody els knows it ds

theydre just pretending

As shadows appear in the night and it feels like
the weight of the world has come crashing down,
what chance is there to break free when fear itself
takes hold? And, even in the harsh ligiitday,

are those fears any less unsettling?

In the Light Everything is Brighte is at 1532
PerformingArts Centre 18 21 July.

11

year

Featuring an uplifting soundtrack from calypso,
jazz and hlues to ska, gospel and reggae,
Windrush: Movement of the Peopie a lively
celebration of the rise of multicultural Britain.

Shining a light on an importargra of British
history, PhoenixDance Theatre present a thrilling
new dane piece celebratinthe 70th anniversary
of the arrival of SS Empire Windrughat broudt
the first Caribbean migrants to the UK.

Windrush: Movement of the Pqude is at
Bristol Old Vic 10 October

THE MEANING OF

Qliie, Award winngrGiiey Terpra'jepyilay ¢
Pxfanélrhest thd%S%n&aﬁsacrg :ixboar g\%slavle ﬁhlp t

t h4opg.and ths rrepeﬁ?gs§icg1% of these evemd

thtein;1 epr@lugrac% n©8 tth_e growing abolition
movement in the UK.

Jointly commissioned by the National Theatre and
presented and developed with partner theatres in
Liverpool, Glasgow and Londorhe event is the
first of a number of workshop performances and
discussions ahead of the play being fully staged in
Spring 2019.

The Meaning of Zongplays Bristol Old Vic
11 October.

For tickets or further information on the above
shows, please visitvww.bristololdvic.org.uk or
telephoned117 987 7877


http://www.bristololdvic.org.uk/
http://www.bristololdvic.org.uk/contact.html

Tobacco Factory Theatres (TFT)

Award-winning Bristol company The Wardrobe
Ensemblepresentan odyssey of revenge from the
mean streets of Bristol tcheé perilous cliffs of
Cornwall,via Wookey Hole, the Eden Project and
Eastonin-Gordano services.

Mae is on a mission. With a shotgun in one hand,
a packet ofpickled onion Monster Munch in the
other, and an expired 1625 railcard in her back
pocket, she picks her way through her past in
search of answers.

Complementing South Westernwill be The
Frontier Sessions a nightly hoedown in the
interval featuring dfferent local musicians
including Sam Brookes, Antoine & Owena and
Circebds Diner.

South Westernis at Tobacco Factory Theatres
1771 27 July.

RN s S

i

Shakespeare at the Tobacco Factory (stf)rnto

Tobacco Factory Theatrdbkis autumn with their
Elizabeth Freestonedirected production of
Shakespear eds
first time that stf has presented this play.
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HeneyaVti thd i st

Shakespeareds play is a
the nature of power. It explores the burden of
leadership and explodes the myth of heroism.
With characters drawn from across the United
Kingdom, the play is a democratic portrayal of the
ruler and the ruled

Henry V is at Tobacco Factory Theatres
12 September 6 October

Beautiful Thingoffers a razosharp degtion of
life and loveon a postwar council estateand a
gloriously nostalgic trip back to the early nineties.
CoronationStreetwriter JonatharHarvey is at his
insightful ard hilarious best in this iconistory,
which shows how community can lift you out
of isolation and suffering.

Following his debut produan for Tobacco
Factory Theatrem spring 2018 oA r t hur

A View From the BridgeMike Tweddle will once
again lad a team of local and natiorattists to
present this vital urban fairy tale.

Mi |

The show wild.l feature p
and 06090s performed |ive
Singing community choir, whbave been brought
together especially for this production.

Beautiful Thing is at Tobaco Factory Theatres
117 27 October.

For more information on any of the TEhows listed,
or to bgok tivgkletg p]ease coll17 902 0344 or visit
www.tobaccofactorytheatres.com



http://www.tobaccofactorytheatres.com/

The Wardrobe Theatre

1848

and
royals topple at an alarming rate, how long will it
be before the whispers of revolution reach the
proud shores of old Blighty?

| t 0s Europe

Expect clowning, cream cakes and jokes about
history in this gendebending new Isow which
asks why Britain refuses to play by continental
rules.

Featuring Gaulietrained clown Lucy Harrington
as Prince Al Dbert and

pocketsized monarch herself. A gooduction by
The Wardrobe Theattend Sharp Teeth Theatre.

Parlour Gamesis at The Wardrobe Theatre
117 14 July.

For tickets ring 0117 902 0344 or Vvisit

www.thewardrobetheatre.cdior further details.
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Elsewhere

| o vney,

osnpl ryu nhga tfer

Af ter awar d wi nni ng
Theatre Mastersd (Bristc
with an ambitious and vibrant opair adaptation

of Shakespeareods -afirssttur i
sight. They invite you to enter a new vision of
Verona- hidden in plain sight full of ferocious
brawls, raucous parties and secret trysts.

an

Staged and abridged in response to the
atmospheric treasure of the Eastville Park Old
Swimming Pool Garden, this rollercoaster of a
show features an ensemble ofn t@erformers

i Blayifgem Ot litpiined . r oASe sf O rTenieg !

Peter Clifford, BOVTS alumni Jessica Temple
and Aaron Anthony, Aece
View from the BridgeThe show also features

I ns an ehaRmark livé ssnging, thrilling fight
sequencesand an original score by Ellie
Showering.

But as old rivalries turn to bloody murder, be
careful not to get caught in the crdss...

6 fRbmed diid JHIieié & FastvBeFak Swinfmtng t F

Pooluntil 29 July.

For more informatioron the show antdow to buy
tickets pleasevisit | ns ane Root 6s
www.insaneroot.co.ukor call the companyon
07971 047 388


http://www.thewardrobetheatre.com/

Diary

1 Saturday 7 July
BOVTC guided tour of BOVTS
DesignS't u d erhtbisod
Venue: RWA
(seeJune edition)

1 Saturday 14 July
In Conversation with Kirsty Sedgman
Venue: Bristol Old Vic
(see page)

1 Saturday 14 July
Fund-raising performance of Beowulf
Venue: Bristol Old Vic Theatre School
(see page)

1 Friday 17 August
Hippodrome Backstage Tour
(See page)

Jamie Beddard & Becky Chapman, and
Gathering for our In Conversation Photos: A.Turner

| NSNS A Emmmemees=s

1 Monday 3 September2pmi 4pm
refreshments provided, free entry.
Invitation to share memories, stories,
feelings and facts about your experience of
theatre with Dr Kirsty Sedgman.

Venue: Wickham Theatre
(Seepaged)

1 Thursday 20 September

InHouse Day:Touching the Void . ¥
Venue: Bristol Old Vic Welcome to Thebes Open Rehearsal

Photo: Fran Havard

P

(see pags)

1 Tuesday 25 September
International Course Welcome Reception
Venue: Bristol Old Vic Theatre School

(seepage § Additional contributors:
Peter Leppard, Ruth Watson

Editor: Fran Havard
Sub-editor: Morgan Matthews

1 Thursday 18 October
Luncheon Circle
Venue: See September newsletter
for full details
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